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Positive Response Received for 43 "Starter Homes"” Units at URA's eResidence
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In response to the 2019 Policy Address made by the Chief
Executive on the new initiatives on housing, the Urban Renewal
Authority (URA) allocated part of the residential units from its
redevelopment projects and assigned them as Starter Homes
(SH) units. The Board of the URA has earlier approved that the
remaining 43 units of eResidence would be designated as SH
units and open to eligible persons for application starting from
10 November. Upon the close of application submission at 7pm
on 23 November 2020, more than 4,906 applications have been
received.

The Hong Kong Housing Society (HKHS) has been
commissioned by the URA to carry out the eligibility vetting
process. Upon the close of application, the HKHS will conduct
checking on the completeness of all application forms. Random
assignment of priority numbers will be conducted in December
2020 to determine the priority numbers of applicants, followed
by applicants’ interviews in the order of their priority numbers
within a specified period of time.

Earlier in October, the URA appointed an independent
surveyor to assess the market values (Assessed Market Values)
for setting the discounted selling prices of the 43 SH units. As
approved by the Government, the discounted selling prices are
set at 70% of the Assessed Market Values (i.e., a discount rate
of 30%). With the saleable area ranging from 284 to 574 square
feet, the remaining SH units comprise 2 studio, 7 one-bedroom,
5 two-bedroom and 29 three-bedroom units. The selling prices
as listed in the price list, after discount, range from HK$3.552
million to HK$7.983 million, with unit prices from HK$12,111 to
HK$13,908 per square foot of saleable area.
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URA Displays “LeaveHomeSafe” Venue QR Codes to Support Government'’s Launch

of COVID-19 Exposure Notification Mobile App
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In response to the Government's launch of “LeaveHomeSafe”
COVID-19 exposure notification mobile app, the URA has
arranged for display the “LeaveHomeSafe” venue QR codes at
its 43 venues including offices, public facilities and properties
held by the URA, to facilitate members of the public to record
the date and time for checking into venues, receiving COVID-19
exposure notifications and health advice.

The URA venues showing the QR codes include its headquarters
in Sheung Wan, all district offices, public facilitates,
development projects, preservation and revitalisation projects,
commercial properties that are owned and managed by the
URA, as well as the seven shopping malls jointly operated with
the joint venture (JV) developers.
The URA will also discuss with the JV

developers and commercial tenants of

A\

the shopping malls under JV operation
to further invite some large-scale
restaurants and retail stores to join the
“LeaveHomeSafe" scheme, facilitating
app users to keep detailed records of
their journeys.
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URA welcomes appointments to the Board
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The URA welcomed the Government’s appointment / reappointment
of four non-executive directors (non-official) of the URA Board,
for aterm of three years with effect from 1 December 2020. The
three new non-official non-executive directors are Mr William
Chan Fu-keung, Mr Kwok Wai-keung and Mr Tony Tse Wai-
chuen, whereas Mr Evan Au Yang Chi-chun is re-appointed as
non-official non-executive director.

On behalf of the Board, Chairman of the URA Mr Chow Chow
Chung-kong also expressed gratitude to the retiring non-official
non-executive directors, namely Dr Lawrence Poon Wing-cheung,
Professor Joseph Lee Kok-long, Ms Alice Mak Mei-kuen and Mr
Wu Chi-wai, whose term of office expired on 30 November 2020,
for their valuable counsel to the work of the URA in the past.
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URA Commences New Redevelopment Project
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The URA commenced the statutory planning procedures of
the Shantung Street/Thistle Street Development Scheme
(YTM-012) in Mong Kok on 16 October. Adopting a planning-
led urban renewal approach, the project will enhance the
livability, accessibility and vibrancy of the community through
restructuring and re-planning of the site for improved urban
design and the better use of the public facilities, including the
opening up of the rest garden currently located at a secluded
area along Thistle Street, and connecting it to the junction
of Shantung Street/Thistle Street, thereby enhancing its
accessibility and maximising the use of the public facilities.

A small sunken plaza of about 200 square metres will also be
provided within the project area connecting the re-provisioned
rest garden and shops to inject vitality into the community,
while buildings will be set back along Thistle Street to widen its
pavement. The URA's preliminary proposal is to provide about
12,450 square metres of residential floor area in the project
site for developing about 300 residential flats. A major portion
of the non-domestic floor area of the new development will
be designated for community uses, with about 2,850 square
metres reserved for the provision of Government, Institution
or Community facilities, whereas some 2,490 square metres will
be designed for commercial/retail purpose.






