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URA Enhances Three Subsidy Schemes on Building Rehabilitation
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The Urban Renewal Authority (URA) enhances three subsidy
schemes on building rehabilitation. In addition to the second
round of Operation Building Bright 2.0 Scheme (OBB 2.0
Scheme) and Fire Safety Improvement Works Subsidy Scheme
(FSW Scheme) being open for application in early July 2020, the
URA also launched the Building Maintenance Grant Scheme
for Needy Owners (BMGSNO) on the same day, providing
comprehensive assistance to more needy owners to properly
maintain and repair their buildings.

As regards BMGSNO, apart from extending the scheme
coverage to include owner-occupiers who are recipients of
the Comprehensive Social Security Assistance Scheme and
Disability Allowance alongside elderly owners, the maximum
amount of grant will be increased, while the asset limit for
elderly singleton and couple applicants will be relaxed. The
URA signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with
the Development Bureau in June this year, stipulating the
implementation framework of BMGSNO.

Application criteria for the second round of OBB2.0 Scheme
will be relaxed to allow all eligible buildings aged 50 years or
above to apply for the subsidy, irrespective of whether they
have received any Mandatory Building Inspection Scheme
(MBIS) notices, and to include eligible buildings aged between
40 and 49 years which have received MBIS notice(s) but have
yet to comply, to apply the scheme. For the second round of
FSW Scheme, the application requirements and subsidy are the
same as the previous round. Application for the two schemes
will close on 30 October 2020. If the organisation of owners
meeting to deliberate the application of the schemes is delayed
due to the COVID-19 epidemic, eligible building owners could
convene the meeting after the submission of their application
by the deadline and furnish
‘ll e the meeting minutes to
URA not later than 30
April 2021. The URA will
notify all applicants of the
application results of the
two schemes by the end of
this year.

For more details or enquiries
please visit the Building
Rehabilitation Platform (http:/
www.brplatform.org.hk)  or
call the Hotline at 3188 1188.
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URA Encourages Young People to Unleash Innovative Spirit to Help Achieve
Ageing In Place for Elderly in Old Districts

TERBEEE=FEBHBEIKRE (VIC) ETHWEHS
EEHBEZMR (IVE) REBHNERIER (HKDI) -
EWAIZE TN EERTEEE2019/20 ©

SHEERBBZENIVEBTKAIRIAIBRERE
HEER - B5MR 59 BREEM [U-trap Refill
Automator] (UE[RREEBEMKES) » EBLLEN
R REEERTRREERMIENRE R EHRE
TR [BEBMKES] HE  ARREIRIEEN
BPAOKE » WA AR KEFTERBEEIHK > EBRE
RARBEHENKTE 16 [FHESRE] NELBEEXE -

ASBELEERE—PURE [U-trap Refil Automator] #J

Rt EEERRXERETER mERSEHET

BRBEENZEEN  XHE
TEBARESRMETER
Ao BFBLEMNMEAR ™
ZRBMERREET WX
BURALEBERE  EifEA
EEBENRER - FAM
BRREAREEE -

The URA has been collaborating with the Hong Kong Institute
of Vocational Education (IVE) and Hong Kong Design Institute
(HKDI), both under the Vocational Training Council (VTC), to co-
organise the Innovative Design Competition for three years.

At the competition this year under the theme of “Smart
Living for Elderly”, new graduates of Higher Diploma in Civil
Engineering programme of IVE (Tsing Yi), Chow Wai-keung,
Tsang Chung-chung and Chan Leung-kwan, were awarded the
“Gold Award”, “Smartest Design Award” and “Best Model/
Digital Presentation Award” by their entry “U-trap Refill
Automator”. The students assisted the elderly to enhance home
hygiene by creating a device that could monitor the water level
in the U-traps and refill water automatically when the contained
water is insufficient.

To encourage the student team to further improve the design
of the “U-trap Refill Automator”' for application in actual
home environment, the URA will
provide flat units from its properties

- for them to conduct field tests for the
EE gi};"ﬂ prototypic device. Depending on the
research and development outcome,
the URA would study the feasibility of
adopting the device in its properties
or becoming a standard provision

ivE

of future redevelopment projects to
enhance living quality through the use
of technology.

BRZEEEERATERITES

Government Appoints Eric Poon as URA's Executive Director

BRZEEEERATERIITES - =5 - 2020
FTRABAREN - EERANTRE - REHERET
BERBINRET » YR URGEEHSEHERNE
o

BERREETRHEE  BMERTE2001F /KL
R ZHZBEAEEERREFCEENIE IR
017TEEBEHATERIERSHEE -

The Government has appointed Eric Poon as Executive
Director of the URA, effective 15 July 2020, to succeed Michael
Ma who retired in July. Eric Poon is responsible for formulating
and implementing policies and initiatives on matters relating
to planning and design, property and land, and corporate
services.

Eric Poon is a professional quantity surveyor and has been
involved in a number of major redevelopment and preservation
projects since the establishment of the URA in 2001. In 2017, he
was promoted to Director, Works & Contracts.
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URA Receives International Accolade for its Revitalisation of Community

Space H6 CONET

MEBNUAFIRF UM THEEZ/E [H6 CONET] -
AT B AEE T R BT RIGEEE - N2017F 108K T
NRER - mEREA [thHEE ] (Place-making)i:=: -
F#E%{ TH6 CONET ] EEmtIBAVEE - MRt EAYE
BER > TEERMPRAIEFNENNHEZZEE - 18
BEHAFNREINZT  ESF4R AWM 20205 E
BHIRETAE (Muse
Design Awards) & °
LE [ERRT—D
R/IARZER ] BHIW
= BEHRE - RAL
R RIR=(ERELEE
Bz— TRE—X
BEREERULEIMR T
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The URA adopted a new place-making concept in creating H6
CONET, the community space located on the ground floor of
The Center, for public enjoyment when it was openedin October
2017. Following this major facelift and retrofitting of the venue,
the URA has been extending its place-making effort to beautify
the adjacent streets to enhance the unique local characteristics
of the surrounding district. With its innovative planning and
design, the project received the highest rank of Platinum in
the category of “Interior
Design  Civic / Public”
in the 2020 Muse Design
Awards announced in
April this year, becoming
one of the three winners
in the world, as well as the
sole organisation in Hong
Kong receiving this award
in the category.

mERERE FMEFNESTERIER

URA Extends Rent Relief Period for Tenants

EE2019# B X R FHEBEEMRBRETE T
BRSF8APEM  RETHAMEANEEEFNE
WS UREBRRESFIRESNEHEES Rt
MEERMIER - ARRE2020F98KER - ERZ
=8B £20205F12A K » LAt BhE F R B RIS A Bk
B R - HURRGER o

TEBSEERERALERS  RTRBENRREHE
HETYERNEIEEAFNERHEFNTE  BRERES
FEBLERARIER - BBEFAEESE -

In view of the severe impact brought by COVID-19 pandemic
to the economy of Hong Kong, the URA announced in mid-
August this year to extend the rent relief for its domestic and
commercial tenants in its properties, as well as the commercial
tenants in its joint ventured shopping malls, for another three
months. The URA's rent relief measures announced earlier for
the months from April 2020 till the end of September, will be
continued until the end of December 2020 in a bid to assist
URA's tenants in the face of current economic challenges and
support employment over difficult times.

Subject to the development of the pandemic and the impact on
the domesticand commercial tenantsin its projects, the URA will
review the need for a further extension of the relief measures, if
necessary, to help the tenants sustain their businesses.
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alking uphill along the century-old Shing Wong Street and passing through Staunton

Street, people will arrive at the old neighbourhood collectively known as the “Thirty

s Houses". It was where thirty stone houses, inhabited by Chinese people, were built in the 19th Century.

Vg Although the stone houses have ceased to exist, amid the now dense buildings in Mid-Levels, echoes of the past
still resonate through the scattering of a few two to three-storey old buildings in the neighbourhood.

The area, bounded by Staunton Street, Shing Wong Street and Wing Lee Street, marks the location of the Urban Renewal Authority’s
(URA) Staunton Street / Wing Lee Street Project. In response to public aspirations for the preservation of buildings within the site,
and the new initiative tasked by Chief Executive in her 2018 Policy Agenda to enliven the building clusters under the project, URA
proactively explored ways to regenerate the area not confining to adoping redevelopment as the only means of urban renewal, with
a focus on sustaining community development through revitalisation under an integrated approach.

In light of this, the URA has for the first time commissioned a study on Community Making, in which residents’ views and stakeholders’
expectations on community development were collected and generalised through systematic, in-depth exchanges and analysis.
Aiming to reach consensus among parties, the study is instrumental in devising from bottom up a revitalisation proposal for a
sustainable community that integrates old and new elements, and is sharable by everyone in the neighbourhood.

In more than a year’s time, apart from accomplishing two pilot projects, the URA and community members have also established
shared visions on community development for co-creating a dynamic neighbourhood with cultural characteristics.




i %E;E_ﬁz% | @V ER ST ORY

x

B FCRIE I F

HE ANV AR

Co-building Human Landscape Through In-depth
Collaboration with the Community

EMERRIERRTAKEEAN (Chris) HBKL
FEd  pEHHERAEMEN [HEEEWR] - H
Bt R R—RKHECEMER S BATER IS
ERERBEEMBTLOARRMERZN  BMLRE
TmA i EAIRE —IX ©

MEBEN2019F 54 - BEN [FBULSARES
(SVhk) HMERAZEB ARG - MBWRAES
B ARERBENEGBEED  THEBERMHE
BEFNE  RIMWMABRREBHRREMEE - +1E
ABTHEEZE  SVhkEBEZHNZR D EMER - 2
MEBYRAREERENTAESR (RIE) - BL

58k H R
Knowledge
Common

ZEEHEHE  BAE

RXALEE

To pass on cultural
heritage in the
neighbourhood through
community education.

198.)S UsspJaqy FHEB

+FHEH4F Staunton Street

PN
RAEHA
Impact
Common
EBHEFRRE  HEF
E%EAB 5| ALEM

BRERENE

To promote youth
development and social
housing projects.

To introduce the co-
living concept and
affordable retail.

EXE Caine Road

UABR - ZUBRENLREEE

A People-centric, Diverse yet Inclusive Living Common

EERFERERNES - BBSVhKHEEMAERE -
FERHXTBAKRRE - BE - HBET - TR

PRERET -

Chris¥ : [HEBEEBERARAFEATL - B
B G50 HEERRABEAS  BRPRM
RANS—ERE  SRABLA-LSR - xEE
PREE o |

fEE  TEREERZENEBERHERR o &
EEEETERTS  ARURELHHRE  BER
ZHMMEIHBRAEZE - TREREFAS AR

fERHE=

Community
Common

EEGTCEENE  ED
tEZ2RERBERIBEH
ER

To create a get-together
common for members
of the community. To
promote community
sharing and
collaboration.

1oauS Buop Bulys =%

WFIIETE Bridges Street

Byt me
Wellness
Common

ZERABRZLZ=ME - #E

BERSWES

To utilise green and open
space in the neighbourhood
to promote wellness
activities.
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R [HHETENEHHREE: B RER B EmFH MTSEFAFEHARBE -TERR
B AREEFEHB T o BHEEE ? TNEFHE ! EIRETEEYHER T HBPENMEVE 25
AIZEMEREER  XEEESEER LS BRER
Mt —2K » ChrisEiEIEMBE R TH I8 - BEARKRE 2 - BEREARF I THRKIEEE  XRETERH -
SHRE NAEAE ] (Knowledge Common) # WL URMOKBEERBREKEKIEER A
(BB ] (Wellness Common) @ mEBEBE mit—ERERANTEGBEZ AR -
ERAETWESHAMEE —HERZAERYE
EBEHETE - ChrisiRA > MEREMERELEAESA
KR T EEREZITERNHEE  BYEE
S—FH > TEBRRERITSFESFHMNIER  F
REBRBIRREENELR

AIZChrisBEMHNRHEEE B FTRE2EMEE -

2Rl s AR - EEEE R Rsustain (3%
B) FRE&EH - BB IT/EERcommitment (IR
A) BIRT R BEEARECRERAKRENR
B ATFEETERKNDFE K > BHEDA - ]

HEEEMEUEHRMARBENESER  ERERER -
HEEBEMNEEYE16E B E—EEXEE . The Community Making Stl..IC!y collects vi.ews from. residents and
stakeholders through organising community gatherings and focus

TERER20MFUBEEARBEREFERCRER groups meetings.

#HE@EB Community Farm

J F =l

o=

| B
> r e

HEEHENSAEE (BO)  KEXIMHNBLTE (BORO) @ RAKEBHEENZLERE (BO) -

With the dedicated work of volunteers (photo @ & ®), a building site (photo D) has been transformed into the Community Farm (photo @) providing
green space for people in the neighbourhood.



BEEEE BEIBELEATEEERI &%
BET2TA BEEBERNZEARLEE - HHBE -
UETERBREALEBET ME REZES
ChrisRAINEE—IFMZE - TERBXERLEETEHE
EE] PABEERHENXE  RORITHER
BHERE BEAZXBZETEERNELEERENE
Y HEBHEAEREEIMNER > BTHR
7 EWEEE -

BENBAEBET MEANTRERRERRKRITKEE
F& (Matthew) 3t - AE&AEBEBRBEL [BAR
Bl BHSXEREZIME2HERA > BUOBOTER
BRA—-—f—% REHZE - [WHAEZECHE @ 3
BEBREZERER  BENABELENENES
HE - REMEEREER  RERRZ - | REMS »
EHBREFEA  TEREITHAERESER B
BATATEEREE  BEREHANSES -

HTEESEEREE?

ERERIEFHENBES  RERMTESH
G HE&EE (Community Making) EAEMER
AREEZEHEN BEXEREBESETE @ 2
BEEENAXRS  ERTRES  ERAEHE
it BRE - UERBBEZWELETEE - IF
ARERABRILHEE  HREEFTERFN
BRLH  BERBRAMSES) - RETEL
H o REREBESEL - £EEREUIEA
HEmE it RENFR -

e URHEHNHEES
H—MEANELEMUEE
ATHFER -

The mural at Shing Wong
Street is created by a group
of primary students and
h members of the community.

BEAETABRIDEE -t BREREREZ
&% EENEESHEARMENERIEENHE
IS ; BEENChrisk R B AT ARBER K
W BER-ONESFREERE

fid . [HELEFTEERARESEY  BREEZ
EH#H (organic) ; Pl RRESEHERRREN
FZftR  ERLEMERBR ? BRBERAENEE
XEEREB-BEERK  S|REXCEER  £EE
EZSRRAEHE? ELAEHFHREGTHHER

Chris#&i& : [E%#8intangible (&) WEHE
MEE—K > BEHGELELLEUERFE-%
RAEUNEEARBSMABNSE  FAHIKI - |
NABRLETAREBHAFEE  MARKBHLERESE
BEEYNEREE  HtEMFZREBL  AFEHD
BHT WSl TARDHHXANBENERIEES »
REFNHEXRMSE  TAZEBEFEAED -

[ELBFEE  REAUUASEEGE7FELT
ERABBELRE - EHELEBLABZRENE UK
EBERTHERERSHE  ABHERRELD » T8
BIFHIR o | Chrisgi o
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he Community Making Study for the Staunton Street / Shing

Wong Street neighbourhood was conducted by Social
Ventures Hong Kong (SVhk) in the beginning of 2019. During the
four-month period, different methodologies including street
surveys, community gatherings and focus group meetings
took place to garner views from residents and community
stakeholders on the community’s future development. The
raw insights collected were then categorised and analysed to
formulate the Four Urban Progressing Visions (Refer to the
graphic on page 7).

To realise the visions of “Knowledge Common” and “Wellness
Common”, two pilot projects — Community Mural and Community
Farm were launched. Christopher Wong, General Manager
(Planning & Design) of the URA, said in order to gain trust from
the residents, the URA has to respond swiftly and sincerely during
the collaboration. When visions begin to take shape, people in the
neighbourhood are more able to envision the future community.

Located at no. 16 Wa In Fong West, the Community Farm was
previously an old building site. Upon acquisition in 2011, the URA
decided to demolish the building owing to its serious structural
damage, leaving behind a site with an uneven concrete ground.
The URA resourcefully made use of the trench in the middle
to set up two farming areas, and made room to accommodate
planting pots on the side. Ground works including drainage
works, fence improvement works, soil
preparation and the installation of a
water meter from the Water Supplies
Department for watering plants also
took place to facilitate farming at the
site.

TERREARRITSREEFFR
(A) REBETE (E) ®R7 &
EERLAERBHEHEREBER A+
DESE -
URA's Planning and Design Senior
Manager Joseph Hui (right) and Manager
Matthew Law both believe it is worthwhile
to engage the community in pushing
forward commuity development despite
the process has taken a lot of time.

10

BiALEHUZEAFEE-F  BBE (L &5
HHEXBWARBSMARAHMERE -

The Dihua Street and Dadaocheng area in Taipei
is famous for its rich mix of old and new human
landscape among tourists.

Avolunteer group comprising 27 members from elderly centres,
neighbourhood residents and URA staff members, was formed
to manage the farm. PuYU Horticultural Therapy Services, a
social enterprise, was appointed to provide technical support
and teach volunteers how to start farming. At the Community
Farm, the selection of plants to be grown was made based on
the results of an opinion survey with the volunteers, which is
one of the examples of how community stakeholders are invited
to take part in deliberating on the projects’ implementation
details under the community making initiative.

Worries of farm volunteers dropping out with their fading
passion was initially casted by the team, but were soon eased
by the encouraging scenes of residents devoting themselves in
taking care of the farm. In the long run, when the community
farm operation becomes fully fledged, the URA will retire from
its facilitator role, leaving the farm to be run by community
members as far as practicable.

According to Christopher, community making should be
an organic and gradual process that requires proactive
participation of the community members. For instance,
residents in future may work towards having more greenery
area or beautification in the neighbourhood that could further
enhance the community's local characteristics and bring along
intangible values to the district.
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Revitalisation of the Shing Wong Street Neighbourhood

HEHE

Community Farm

. ERB RE(LEE

Nine buildings to be preserved and revitalised

B ERERRZEN
Flats appropriated for Community
Housing

B ENETH1I9REIE D

Rezoning of H19 area to be approved

MHEEE
Community Mural

2R H
A Historical Glimpse of Shing Wong Street

11
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Preserving Old Buildings to Create

a Community Common

EXHRESE / RETREARBHENTEEEHRRS @ &2
BEmEN [EEHAI] (Impact Common) H [#E
#=Z ] (Community Common) Wit EZFERES -
CMERTENSIHEEEINEE - flE S a7 B HEE
HEREEZERE  tERTAFNESEHLEM =
ABFIRENNE  BRAIEEEETEZMWE > 2
RBEXZREZNERERTE  RELTEHLR -
BERMEBELELCIE  BEEALERRIAE
BAKSEND  BRHBEMNIIFERE -

MEBERTAEE / XANHRECWRBETIEE
ZEY) FEABAL-EREHBEEHESNER
o HBOFERHETRERES - Bl TER
BREERARTEARREREMNBNEERFEITE
BB e ANERERESINELER -TmER
REIRREHEZLEENN (Chris) & > KBHE &
BRRMNBEMITHZHBER : [EHEMERT
REEEEEEE  EEHEEH - E2MAMAKED
HEER  HEEMAHES  BENRED - |

Il

ENUWChrisEEA [HAL] WEEMEER
(Jo) " BRTHUREIABEHNNMEEIHNATHE
- —EHBEHX [FIER]  JoREEE 2 TH
—BAMRE N o THEZERBRT B LB+ fFiRHE
HEH-—FTHENESL  URNTEBNEREMNREE
BN BV ETRER T —RK—/RE - 5 {EJolER
RHEBEBRBRE LR  HEAHRXRER -

[REEEELREED ARFFEELRERHE
K AP -—OWRNVEEARUBZLEREERETE
MRETAR | JoEE : [ERRTHELRES
BTRIHEBRBENEEELER  REER B E
ECEEM T - NEZARE R4S m B EF B
BEE MEEVHAS  RHEERES - |

Eit - JoEEmEBEBAEE7TZIOARH — [HELE
55 ] 7E8) (Dialogue with the Neighbourhood) - Hj
LEBIEHANAETR  ERODKRELEEHEN
ER EEMBAZRBEANELCLTR - JoMBEKER

l EEELEANBEEZNESE
MEZR (Jo) » FAKRRE
FEEHHBREENTRE
Ho
Standing in front of his model,
Jo Lo, the architect leading the
project to revitalise old buildings
in the area, is eager to exchange
his ideas with people in the

‘i neighbourhood.
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R REHOPNHESRATIE
E O RERBRAEHSAHNULER
£ URNEREMNREER -
A small shop on Staunton Street is
turned into a workshop where history
of the community and preservation
information about the nine buildings
are displayed.

B7ABES  FTAECHEHEBEFIAR » Jo#l——4
DITARIER  MBE-LBERRENER - BREH
BERBTEMSEE  [BLEHHSERR  MRRE
EHEM-LREYNALE  SLERNEREINSE
BE  HRAIETI2ER ]

HHHBALTHRZER  JoORAMHNABERE
REXNAE  ATEFEEHENES URZE
MABRERBELCENBEYNHLE - IFSRARE
TESAHFERE - [HRANETE  BEAREMAR
BEFASE  ZBREVEKRBEHMTHABRUREHME
e ALTERZEZEYNATBHNER - EEUS
BREENER  HINEREZRENREERARE
RREAGEHE BRTERESBFNRLES - |
HSIAHEBSIH TR EHLEREPMALR
BNWHREZE  BFEAANTEEEZEXS  ARRE
FREESZLEEHNRE o

XA Jor ERHHME LN EREEEHER
B AATHEMNERBANAELE  BF
AEREYETHZES M (Paint analysis) @ UK
BEH IR -FINERNEFESHEENEYS
ETRESMANTHE  BRRARINEAIXBRET
% RERE - UNTHIEASSEIENEER—R
BLEE  AIGREBARAPRASEHEARNER B
HNEELSENELLENELES  BRZEMNER
REEEZ— -

BRANEBERZEYRERT  BBRRBEARIN » Jo
ZEHY [HEHZ] BSE  BE—EEULES
EE (Common room) WZE[E - FEEHAIAEBER
2 HERHEZY EZUZEEREMEENT
B> BSZE - JoRA  HtEFENREREREEEHA

B AEESTEHEEES A  BREEATERH
FAMERE - M BEEMEAEMNEE - RBEY
AISERE S EEHAIIE -

ERFANRITNERBER R » JoRDAEFEEERRED
BE-SFWME - FUFE - EHRAEBH B LR
BEE  CEESNEFIATZIZE  BUHEE
MEBHXERNBALEZEEBHLEAL - ETHK
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aving acquired nine old buildings under the initial Staunton

Street / Wing Lee Street Redevelopment Project, the URA
pledges to bring along the greatest benefit for the community
during the course of formulating urban regeneration visions
with the community stakeholders. To this end, the URA
has commissioned a design consultant team comprising a
conservation architect and consultants to devise revitalisation
proposals for the nine buildings that aim at highlighting local
characteristics and fulfilling the Urban Progressing Visions.

Jo Lo, the architect leading the project, believes in genuine
and sincere engagement with the community. He therefore
turned a small shop on Staunton Street into a workshop, where
information panels about history of the Staunton Street and
Shing Wong Street neighbourhood, the preservation approach
and study of the nine old buildings were displayed. In the middle
of the room were two physical models, which were placed to
facilitate understanding of the project and URA's mission by the
community members.

In the face of different opinions from stakeholders, Jo said
he would strive to professionally strike a balance between
divergent views in order to derive a solution that can comply
with modern building standards while sustaining community
development. Jo and his team have already conducted two
surveys prior to preservation, including a ‘paint analysis’, and an
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The design sketch for nos.88-

90 Staunton Street, a grade Il

historic building, illustrates the

proposed design that aims to fit

for the new ages while retaining &
the historical ambience and
improving the spatial quality of
the community. '

in-depth analysis and documentation of building components’
conditions at nos.88-90 Staunton Street. These ground work
studies aim to get athorough understanding of the architectural
and historical values of the graded building.

As part of the co-living initiative, Jo has proposed to increase
interaction among future residents by including more shared
facilities in the common area. To align with the vision of
“Community Common”, he has further put forward an idea of a
“Common Room” for community members to host gatherings
and activities. Residents are also welcome to leave their books
and tools there to be shared with others.

Jo and the URA team originally planned to host a series of
Dialogue with the Neighbourhood activities between July and
September 2020. Through workshops and group discussion,
they hopedto grasp a better understanding of the stakeholders’
views on the project approach for incorporating certain feasible
ideas into the design. However due to the Covid-19 pandemic,
they had to switch to reaching the community via social media
and webinars online.

Communicating with the neighbourhood takes time, yet both
Jo and the URA team believe their engagement with the
community is worthwhile for a sustainable development of the

community.
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Junior Docents Trained to Lead Tours Around “Thirty Houses"
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Passing on Community History and Culture
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Wong Kan-oi, Chairman of
the Central Thirty Houses
Kaifong Yu Lan Association,
explains vividly the traditions
and stories of Yulan Festival
to the primary students.
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The Yulan Festival, held on the 24th of the seventh Chinese month
every year, is suspended in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Community Farm volunteers Mr and Mrs Lau (upper photo), along
with Ko Chun-yin and Lok Man-kwan (lower photo) who are living in
the community housing at Wing Lee Street, share their life moments
in the neighbourhood with the junior docents.
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To pass on history and culture of the Thirty Houses community
to younger generations, the URA is set to organise guided
tours, led by primary students as junior docents, to help
visitors explore the area. The programme, named “Tour round
the Community with Students”, has recruited a group of 16
primary five students from Catholic Mission School in the
neighbourhood, and offered them a 3-day training workshop
to familiarise with local characteristics and guiding techniques.
To give first-hand account of the past, residents were invited to
give oral history about their daily lives in the community, as well
as the traditions of Yulan Festival.

During the docent training workshop, Lau Cho-kong and his
wife, retirees who have been living on Caine Road for over 50
years and are active members of the URA's Community Farm
Project, joyfully shared their knowledge about different plants
and planting tips with the students. Mrs Lau hoped that through
promoting the community farm, people regardless of age can
appreciate the joy of gardening.

Inside the community housing on Wing Lee Street offered by
the URA to Hong Kong Federation of Youth Groups, residents
Ko Chun-yin and Lok Man-kwan shared their fond memory of
enjoying the Poon Choi (Basin) Feast held on Wing Lee Street
every Chinese New Year.

Wong Kan-oi, Chairman of the Central Thirty Houses Kaifong
Yu Lan Association, showed the junior docents some old photos
and explained vividly the traditions of Yulan Festival. Wong said
while the traditions have gradually become obsolete as young
people refuse to take over the organising role, he hoped the
primary students could learn more about these old traditions
and stories.

Law Yu, the teacher of the participating students, hoped
the activity could enhance her students’ sense of belonging
to the community. Besides introducing the community to
visitors, she hoped her students, by becoming docents,
could reflect on how to contribute to the community as one
of its member.
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Law Yu, the students’ teacher, hopes the docent training activity can
enhance the students’ sense of belonging to the community.
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