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URA Volunteers and University Students Tailor-make Furniture
to Improve Living Quality of Underprivileged Families
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The “Upcycling Programmes” under the Community Service Partnership Scheme (CSPS) pulls together URA staff and university
students to use wooden waste as raw material, and hand make furniture for underprivileged families through designing,
assembling and polishing.
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“What a wonderful new bed!” 2-year-old little Chung excitedly
crawled onto his new bed and could not wait to feel lying on it.
Before this, he used to sleep every night on a makeshift “bed”
out of plastic boxes and a wooden board in his shoebox home.

Living in a subdivided unit in Kwun Tong, little Chung and his
mother Ms Chiu were overwhelmed with joy to receive the
new bed right before Chinese New Year. The bed, which fitted
perfectly in a corner of their unit, has a specially design feature:
an extendable frame that can be lengthened to accommodate
as the child grows taller. While such thoughtful design is
assumed to be pricey, it was in fact priceless, as it was specially
designed and tailor-made by URA volunteers together with
university students for residents living in old districts. Cherry
Chin, an architecture student of the Chinese University of Hong
Kong who participated in making the extendable bed, told that
in view of the cramped condition, measurements of the bed
had to be very accurate so that it could be moved into the unit.
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Three thoughtful features of the ‘Extendable child bed":
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Since the launch of the Community Service Partnership Scheme
(CSPS)in 2012, the URA has partnered with NGOs and universities
to establish a tri-partite collaborative platform to serve residents
in the old districts. The volunteer service programme has to
date served over 2,400 people, including underprivileged
families, elderlies, subdivided unit residents, ethnic minority
children and people with disability. CSPS has organised for
three consecutive years the “Upcycling Programmes”, in which
participating teams used wooden waste as raw material, then
step by step through designing, assembling and polishing to
handmake furniture for underprivileged families.
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The excited little Chung crawls onto
his new bed and poses for a photo
with his mother and CSPS volunteers
upon receiving the gift.

1. Extendable bed frame: The bed foot can be extended as
the child grows.

2. Height of the child bed was aligned with that of the adult:

The height of the child’s bed was designed to be levelled
with the bed of the parents, which allows them to take care
of their child more easily.

3. The design fits in the cramped living environment: The bed

frame can be flexibly extended to utilise the limited space
in the subdivided unit.
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While the built environment of old districts is continuously
being enhanced through renewal and building rehabilitation
by the URA over the years, CSPS is particularly instrumental in
community making and resident network building. Natalie Lau,
URA's Assistant Administration Manager who has taken part in
the volunteer programme, said, “Our end product must meet
the residents’ needs and be homey to them. Therefore we have
to communicate with them and understand their needs in order
to make a suitable piece of furniture that can help improve their
living environment and their quality of life.”

Another group of volunteers, Kelvin Cheng, Nora Choi and
Kelly Pang, who are architecture students of the University of
Hong Kong, said the upcycling furniture event enhanced their
understanding of the needs of the underprivileged families
in the old districts. "Watching the beneficiaries enjoying the
furniture we made for them was most gratifying as our hard
work paid off with a sense of ‘being helpful to others’. What we
offered were more than verbal comfort.”

After multiple visits to Mrs Fu's home in a public estate in
Central and Western District, Kelvin, Nora and Kelly noticed
that the Fu family had a lot of clutter but lacked proper space
to organise them, leaving their home quite messy. Hence, the
volunteer team designed a shoe cabinet with storage on the top
so that they can put their shoes, as well as storing miscellaneous
household items properly. Mrs Fu said, “A similar storage
cabinet usually costs thousands of dollars in the market. We
are very happy with this gift, which does not only increase our
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The Shoe/Storage cabinet tailor-made by CSPS volunteers not only increases storage space for the Fu's family but also soothes their

financial burden.
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Kasia Ku, the URA's Assistant Planning and Design Manager,
also took part in designing and making the 2-in-1 shoe/
storage cabinet for Mrs Fu. She pointed out that the furniture
TEEEZRSHPELE LEM (Kasia) 762 made by the volunteers was not only practical, but also very
environmental-friendly, “We used wooden waste as material.
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Volunteers communicate  with
the residents to understand their
needs and take measurement
of the space in order to make a
suitable piece of furniture for the
family.
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Three thoughtful features of the ‘Shoe/Storage cabinet":

1. MW ZER - EAMEBRIEEME 1. Increased storage space: Shelves for shoes
BENE CHEHEFZE AT were increased from two to eight. Other

than shoes, clutter can be properly stored.
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3. BEx AR REEE . LEMH switches and skirting.
YIETIRE BN EAMRE 3. Flexible design: The upper part of the

cabinet can be removed and relocated to

elsewhere according to family needs.
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