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Creating an Oasis in a Bustling City Through
Integrated Urban Renewal Approaches
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The URA's Chairman Victor So
Hing-woh visits stall owners in
Graham Market whose stalls
have been damaged by the
fire, and is pleased to know
that they are happy with the

new look of the stalls.

Since a fire broke out at Graham Market damaging a number
of stalls last August, the Urban Renewal Authority (URA)
has undertaken an initiative to provide emergency financial
assistance for owners to rebuild or repair their stalls. During
my recent visit to the market, it was most gratifying to see
that the affected stalls have been refurbished with new looks
where stall operators were happily doing business with their
customers again. It is worth the effort knowing the market
has regained its charm.

Although the market is outside the boundary of our Peel
Street/Graham Street Development Scheme, the URA still
places great emphasis on this 100-year-old market. In helping
the stall owners, not only do we want to put people’s needs
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Victor So Hing-woh emphasised the importance of taking into account the “people’ element in urban regeneration,
which includes putting people’s need as the URA's top priority.
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as our top priority in urban regeneration, we
also want to retain the market’s characteristics,
and hope to build a community that has more
vitality and personality, making it sustainable in
development.
Redevelopment and rehabilitation allow
buildings to be built and maintained up to
modern standards of quality and safety. Yet
apart from redevelopment and rehabilitation,
the URA's objectives of urban regeneration
are to preserve the historical and cultural
elements in the district, as well as retaining
the local characteristics and social network
of the community. To this end, instead of just
focusing on a particular project, we should
set our sights on the holistic planning for the
whole district, which is inclusive of thoughtful
designs of streets and public spaces, taking into
consideration the district’s historical, cultural
and local characteristics. With the adoption of
different urban regeneration strategies, namely
redevelopment, rehabilitation, preservation and
revitalisation, we can then create a community
environment with distinctive characteristics.
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In fact, the practice of holistic planning with
introduction of new elements to enable the
preservation of a district’s characteristics while
providing better roads, infrastructure or facilities
and environment, is ubiquitous around the world.
One very creative case study of urban planning
is the High Line in New York, which in 1999 the
city government got together with residents to
transform a long defunct but historical elevated
freight rail line on Manhattan’s West Side into
a public park. Since opening in 2009, the park,
which criss-crosses many streets, has provided
residents and tourists with a public space that
combines natural environment, arts and design
experience. The park has retained many of
the former track rails, wooden ties and metal
fencing. Apart from greening the environment,
the elevated park which snakes its way past
high rises is also home to many hawkers and al
fresco coffee stalls, alongside deck chairs for
people to lie down or sit to soak up some sun.

In recent years, the URA has successfully
opened up more public space for the community
through transforming entirely an office area
for non-government organisations (NGOs)
located on the ground floor of The Center in
Central into a public space. After an extensive
refit followed by its opening in October last
year, H6 CONET not only continues to provide
office space for NGOs but also releases a lot of
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The High Line in New York, a public park which was transformed from a long
defunct elevated freight rail line on Manhattan’s West Side, is one of the known
examples of creative urban planning. (Photo: Courtesy of Lars Jussaume)
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The URA's Chairman Victor So Hing-woh and former Managing Director Daniel Lam Chun pose for a photo with
former Chief Executive of Hong Kong Christian Service Ng Shui-lai at the “Colour on Tour” exhibition held earlier at
H6 CONET.
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space for multi-function rooms, exhibitions and performance
areas for the community and non-profit organisations to hold
activities. In addition, it offers a green environment, as well
as resting corners with air-conditioning and wifi network for
people to use.

This year on the first anniversary of H6 CONET's opening
in October, the URA is adding new elements to meld the
nearby built environment with the community space in a
synthesis of old and new. We are planning to put up display
panels on several streets adjoining H6 CONET in Central to
explain the historical background of the streets and changes
in streetscapes that have occurred over 100 years. We also
have invited a number of artists to paint murals depicting
the local culture and community life on the exterior walls of
buildings on both sides of the street. At the same time, we
are actively discussing with stall owners on Gilman Street,
Gilman’s Bazaar, Tung Man Street and Wing On Street on
sponsoring them to renovate their stalls with a new look with
themes about either their own stories or the goods being
sold, creating a local character to the area. After completion,
these newly renovated stalls, along with the streets and
murals that have lots of history and culture embedded in
them, will further blend with H6 CONET to create a unique
streetscape for the area.

In addition, rehabilitation can also be deployed to enhance
community environment. Recently the URA has signed an
agreement with a composite building on Tit Hong Lane
that has joined the “Common Area Repair Works Subsidy
Scheme” to become the URA's first “Place-making” building
partner. When the building carries out repair works to the
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The URA has actively invited different arts groups and young musicians to give live
performances on the spot, so that members of the community can feel a sense of belonging

and enjoyment in this space.
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common areas, it will receive additional funding from the
URA to decorate the exterior walls with special patterns.
On completion, the building’s appearance will stand well
together with the revitalised streets and other artistic murals
around H6 CONET.

It is worth noting that the characteristics of a district cannot
be created or brought out by hardware alone. To create a
communal ambience, the URA has been working with different
NGOs and other organisations to plan out activities so that
residents can feel a sense of belonging and enjoyment in the
community space. Over the past year, H6 CONET not only
has housed 23 community activities
and exhibitions but has also actively
invited different arts groups and young
musicians to give live performances on
the spot. We are pleased that we have
provided a public space in the bustling
business district of Central that is
bursting with greenery, where office
workers can go to relax, and people
can enjoy live performances. Today H6
CONET is very popular among Hong
Kongers with over 7,000 people paying
visits to this “oasis of the bustling city”
every day.

Urban regeneration isn't just about
redevelopment but an integration
of four

strategies encompassing

redevelopment, rehabilitation,
preservation and revitalisation. It
does not mean rigid additions of new
elements for changing the appearance
of a local district nor does it mean
preserving everything in the original buildings and landscape
without any adaptation. To give vitality and characteristics to
a community, we must deploy planning strategies to improve
the hardware facilities, while taking into account the “people”
elements, which includes addressing the needs of residents,
retaining the characteristics and culture of the community, as
well as making provisions for future development. Only then
can we create an environment that encourages sustainable
development, and a better one for people to work, live and

visit.





